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respects nearer the truth. Both contain certain state-
ments which it is difficult to accept. But there seems to be
no doubt that the effective impulse to the plot came from
Princip at Belgrade and not from Hitch at Sarajevo. Evi-
dently the idea of carrying out a political assassination had
been plotted in the winter of 1913-14 by Princip, Gatchino-
vitch and Hitch, and this was the purpose of the Toulouse
meeting, but probably these plotters had not yet definitely
decided whether the victim should be the Austrian Archduke
or General Potiorek, who was hated as being immediately
responsible for the severity of the Austrian regime in
Bosnia; the preference appears at first to have been to take
vengeance on the Governor of Bosnia rather than on the
Heir to the Throne.100 At the same time, it is likely that
Princip had, as he says, "formed the determination" to kill
the Archduke. It is probable that he had been strengthened
in this determination, if indeed it was not suggested to him,
by Ciganovitch in Belgrade, who was an intimate associate
of Major Tankositch, and who later secured from Tanko-
sitch the Browning revolvers to be used against the Arch-
duke. Both Princip and Chabrinovitch declared at the trial
that Ciganovitch had told them that the Freemasons had
already decreed in 1913 that the Archduke must be killed,
but the decree had not been executed because no assassins
had yet been found to do the deed.101 All three youths
asserted that both Ciganovitch and Tankositch were mem-
bers of a Masonic Lodge in Belgrade, and Chabrinovitch
mentioned their dealings with a mysterious "man," who
came and went and finally gave the word that it was time
for them to cross over from Serbia to Bosnia to carry out
the plot against Franz Ferdinand.102 Whether the Free-
masons had actually passed any such decree, or whether
this idea arose from the fact that Franz Ferdinand was
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